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PRESENTACIÓN

Breve descripción: This course is intended as an introduction to the field of political economy
of institutions and development. Its purpose is to give you both a sense of the research
topics and a good command of the tools in the area, as they apply to a group of countries
that can be called "emerging economies". It will cover a scope of important topics in the area,
ranging from constitutional choice, voting, constraints, culture and values, to the influence of
economic and political institutions in the process of economic development.

Titulación: Economics Leadership & Governance (ELG) 
Módulo/Materia: 7.2 Estudios regionales: Emergentes
ECTS: 3 (75 horas)
Curso, semestre: 5th year, 2nd semester
Carácter: Cumpulsory
Profesorado: Martin Rode
Idioma: English
Aula, Horario: Seminario 22, Monday 10:00-12:00

COMPETENCIAS

Competences of the degree

Development of logical reasoning in politics.
Capacity to analyze and synthesize issues in political economy.

Competences of the subject

Acquire theoretical and applied knowledge of basic methods and concepts in the 
political economy of development.
In-depth knowledge of how the policy process works, given its institutional 
structure, and the outcome for economic development.
Understand the logic of the political process in modern states.
Carry out literature search and resume the findings in a rigorous way.
Discuss and develop a basic understanding of applied empirical literature in the 
field.

Learning results

Demonstrate understanding of applied empirical research in political economy 
before a class audience.
Capability of analyzing research results in a specifica area via a paper that 
summarizes the findings of the literature in that field.
Ability to discuss theoretical and applied literature on diverse development 
policy topics in class.

PROGRAMA

Chapter 1: Constitutions, Property Rights, and Development

13.01.2025: Lecture



20.01.2025: Discussion (Nº1)

27.01.2025: Presentations (Nº1) 

 

Chapter 2: Political Preferences, Fractionalization, and Collective Action

03.02.2025: Lecture

10.02.2025: Discussion (Nº2)

17.02.2025: Presentations (Nº2) 

 

Chapter 3: The Political Marketplace and Values of Progress

24.02.2025: Lecture

17.03.2025: Discussion (Nº3)

24.03.2025: Presentations (Nº3)

31.03.2025: Discussion (Nº4) 

07.04.2025: Presentations (Nº4)

ACTIVIDADES FORMATIVAS

Required activities:

Class participation (in-perspon)
Reading assignments and discussion
Presentation
Essay

EVALUACIÓN

Grade composition

Literature Essay: 40%
Presentation: 30%
Contributions in class: 30%

Grading activities

Theoretical lectures are imparted and compulsory! There is no final exam for this 
class.
The literature essay is to be written by each student individually with a maximum 
of 5.000 words. The essay will be based on the paper assigned for presentation, 
effectively summarizing the state of knowledge in this specific area. Via an 
individual literature search, each student is to take the literature review in a 
specific direction of personal interest, going further than what is offered in the 



original paper. Please take note that this is not a group activity. The ethical 
standards of a scientific working style apply, and the use of AI in the creation of 
content must be duly acknowledged. Citation style for papers
Presentations are to be given in groups of three or four students of a specific 
paper assigned by the teacher at random. They will be related to the topics 
covered in class. Presentations will be 15 minutes each, followed by 5 minutes of 
questions from the teacher, and a 5 minute round-off discussion in class. 
Contributions in class are evaluated with 3 points towards the final mark. 
Students are expected to actively participate in the lectures, presentation 
debates, and prepare the assigned texts to discuss them in class on the 
discussion days. (In case of an excused absence on a discussion day, 
the corresponding points can be obtained by handing-in a written summary of 
the discussion papers of ca. 1000 words by Sunday of that same week.)

Essay hand-in: 10.05 (deadline: 23:59:59 CET) via ADI

Presentation dates: Consult individual presentation groups.

Students temporally off-campus: 

Evaluation for students off-campus is identical.

CONVOCATORIA ORDINARIA

TBA

CONVOCATORIA EXTRAORDINARIA

The extraordinary examination scheme is identical. Group presentations will be 
substituted by individualized PPT hand-ins of the assigned paper. Contributions 
in class will consist of all five written discussion paper summaries. All documents 
are to be handed-in to the teacher on the date of the scheduled extraordinary 
exam.

HORARIOS DE ATENCIÓN

 Dr. Martin Rode (martinrode@unav.es)

Despacho 2070, Edificio Amigos. Planta 2 (hilera)
Horario de tutoria: By appointment on Mondays 10:00-13:00
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