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PRESENTACION

e Description: The Middle East and the Eastern Mediterranean is undergoing
unprecedented geopolitical transformations producing new strategic alignments
in the security architecture of the region. This course provides students with a
comprehensive overview of the newly emerging trends, explaining their causes
in historical context. The course will help students understand the challenges
and opportunities these trends present to the European Union and particularly
the EU's Mediterranean member states. The course will examine religious,
political, military, and economic factors, including the geopolitics of energy and
the new forms of commercial connectivity.

e Character: Mandatory (Obligatoria)

e Number of ECTS credits: 6

e Course and semeste: Third course, second semester

e Teaching language: English

e Title: Degree in Internationa Relations, Law, History

e Médulo y materia: Ambitos geogréficos y sectoriales de las relaciones
internacionales, Estudios regionales

o Professor: Prof. Javier Gil Guerrero

RESULTADOS DE APRENDIZAJE (Competencias)

Que los estudiantes sepan aplicar sus
conocimientos a su trabajo o vocacién de una
forma profesional y posean las competencias

CB2 que suelen demostrarse por medio de la
elaboracion y defensa de argumentos y la
resolucién de problemas dentro de su area
de estudio

Que los estudiantes tengan la capacidad de
reunir e interpretar datos relevantes
(normalmente dentro de su adrea de estudio)

CB3 e . .
para emitir juicios que incluyan una reflexion
sobre temas relevantes de indole social,
cientifica o ética
Que los estudiantes puedan transmitir

CB4 informacion, ideas, problemas y soluciones a

un publico tanto especializado como no
especializado
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Analizar, valorar y razonar las diferentes
situaciones internacionales a la luz de los
conocimientos adquiridos.

Redactar e interpretar textos juridicos,
especialmente en el ambito del Derecho
internacional publico.

Usar el inglés con propiedad segun la
terminologia cientifica y académica propia de
la Relaciones internacionales.

Saber expresarse oralmente de manera
correcta y adecuada sobre temas
internacionales.

Manejar con destreza las nuevas tecnologias
de la informacién y comunicacién
aplicandolas a las relaciones internacionales.

Conocer los conceptos y técnicas aplicadas al
andlisis de los actores y relaciones
internacionales.

Analizar la naturaleza y caracteristicas de las
relaciones entre los actores internacionales 'y
particularmente entre los Estados.

Conocer y comprender las teorias y
concepciones de las relaciones
internacionales en perspectiva histérica.

Conocer y comprender la situacion politica,
social, econémica y geoestratégica de cada
una de las regiones a nivel internacional
(Asia, América, Africa, Europa).

Conocer y analizar la cooperacién
internacional como elemento fundamental
en la reduccién de las desigualdades y la
pobreza, conociendo los mecanismos para la
implementacion de la ayuda al desarrollo.
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Analizar los diferentes conflictos

CE16 internacionales, sus causas, desarrollo y

efectos sobre los paises y la sociedad
internacional.

Analizar los problemas juridicos y sociales
que se derivan de las relaciones

CE17 internacionales en todos los dmbitos con
base en el conocimiento adecuado de los
principios y normas de Derecho internacional.
Analizar las realidades internacionales

CE18 (econémica, social y politica) como método
de prevencién de focos de conflicto.

PROGRAMA
INTRODUCTION TO ASPECTS OF THE MIDDLE EAST STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

Teachi

1.
2.
3.

w

Teachi

ng section in Navarra:

What is the Middle East?

The Changing Geopolitics of the Middle East

The Sunni-Shia Divide in the Middle East Strategic Framework: War and Peace under
the Saudi-Iranian Rivalry

Iran: a revolutionary regime

The Transformation of Saudi Arabia and its Impact on Middle East Politics

Israel: the Palestinian Conflict, Rapprochement with the Arab World and confrontation
with the Axis of Resistance

Turkey: between Erdogan, Atattrk and the Ottoman legacy

ng section in United Arab Emirates:

1. The New Egypt and its Impact on Middle East Politics

w N

No vk

The Other Gulf Monarchies: Foreign Policy of the United Arab Emirates and Qatar
Syria and Iraq: Prospects for Post-Conflict Reconstruction and Peace and the Shifting
Competition among Regional and Global Actors

US Foreign Policy in the Middle East: Between Hegemony and Withdrawal

Russia’s Return to the Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean

China’s Growing Influence in the Middle East

Europe: A Relevant Actor in the Middle East?

® (This program can be changed according to the needs of the course)



Universidad
de Navarra

ACTIVIDADES FORMATIVAS

Theory in-class periods: 30 h
Practical in-class periods: 30 h
Preparing for class/research/case solving: 30 h

Personal study: 60 h

The Middle East and the Eastern Mediterranean are undergoing unprecedented geopolitical
transformations producing new strategic alignments in the security architecture of the
region. This course taught by Dr. Micha'el Tanchum provides students with a comprehensive
overview of the newly emerging trends, explaining their causes in historical context. The
course will help students understand the challenges and opportunities these trends present
to the European Union and particularly the EU's Mediterranean member states. The course
will examine religious, political, military, and economic factors, including the geopolitics of
energy and the new forms of commercial connectivity.

Taught in seven parts, the course will cover the principal actors in the current civil wars in
Syria, Yemen, and Libya within the larger regional geopolitical framework. The course will
also consider the impact of Islamism and Jihadism on the modern Middle East including the
shift to Global Jihad with the emergence of of Al-Qa‘ida and ISIS as well as the Arab Spring
and the new Islamist parliamentary politics. Among the topics examined in this course are:
The expansion of Iranian hegemony in the region and the efforts of the Saudi/Emirati-led
coalition to counter it; The Transformation of Saudi Arabia as a society and as a Middle East
actor; Political developments within Turkey and Turkey's changing impact on the regional
realignments; Egypt's re-emergence as a major regional power and its effect on the regional
balance of power; The current state of the Maghreb nations and emerging Trends in the
North Africa-Sahel Region; Russia's rising influence across the region and its affect the
strategic equations of regional and world powers.

EVALUACION

Course Requirements and Grade Breakdown

Class participation: 10%
Final exam in Navarra: 45%
Final exam in UAE: 45%

Note: No one's class participation grade lowers his or her final grade.
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HORARIOS DE ATENCION

Javier Gil Guerrero

jgilgue@unav.es
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Links-Official Sources

African Union Center for Studies and Research on Terrorism (CAERT) editing the African
Journal for the Prevention and Combating of Terrorism: www.caert.org.dz.

European Union:

European External Action Service (EEAS): http://eeas.europa.eu/.

Europol: www.europol.europa.eu. Editing the European Union TE-SAT Report.

France: www.5plus5defence.org/fr.

US: State Department: www.state.gov.

Department of Defense: www.defense.gov.

Congressional Research Service.

UN: UN High Commissioner on Refugees, www.unhcr.org/uk/.

Links-Think Tanks
Al Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies:
Carnegie:

Casa Arabe: www.casaarabe.es.

International Crisis Group: www.crisisgroup.com.

MEMRI: www.memri.org.

North Africa Risk (NARCO): www.northafricarisk.com>.

UNISCI:
Links-Media

Algeria: www.elwatan.com.

Egypt: http://weekly.ahram.org.eg.
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Libya: www.libyaherald.com.

Morocco: www.lematin.ma.

Mauritania: www.journaltahalil.com.

Qatar: www.aljazeera.com/programmes/.

Tunisia: www.lapresse.com.

Palestine-Israel Journal: www.pij.org.
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