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INTRODUCTION

Course description:

In this course, we will explore the nature of knowledge, science, and truth. We will examine the
main modern and contemporary philosophical approaches to these topics. We will reflect on the
main challenges, problems, and discussions that epistemologists have faced throughout the last
few centuries. This course is also part of the PPE Insights Project “Being, Thinking, and Acting in
a World Without Borders.”

e Degree: PPE

e Module in the Degree Program: Module Il. Humanistic and Philosophical
Foundations / Matter 3: Knowledge, Reality, Action

e Number of credits (ECTS): 6

e Year: 2nd year, 1st semester

e Type of course: Required

e Instructors: Dr. Sergio Clavero

e Language: English

e Lecture schedule: Monday and Thursday, 15:00-17:00, Room 34 Central Building.

PPE Insights. Being, Thinking, and Acting in a World Without Borders.

In the 2024-25 academic year, the course will be part of an integration project called PPE
Insights: Being, Thinking, and Acting in a World Without Borders. For this reason, it will be
coordinated with other courses with the aim of ensuring that students apply, with precision and
critical thinking, concepts and theoretical frameworks that will enable them to address the
pressing problems of contemporary society from the perspective of internationality and
internationalization.

Details regarding the topics for reflection, methodology, and assignments will be explained in
class and uploaded to the course’s internal area.

LEARNING OUTCOMES (COMPETENCIES)

CG3 - Comprender, analizar y evaluar de manera critica los elementos configuradores del ser
humano y de la sociedad actual en sus multiples dimensiones: antropolégica, histérica, cultural,
politica, social y econémica.

CG4 - Expresar conocimientos e ideas de manera oral y escrita, con rigor, orden y creatividad,
que aborden cuestiones y retos de la coyuntura econémica, politica, social y cultural de nuestra
sociedad.

CBL1 - Que los estudiantes hayan demostrado poseer y comprender conocimientos en un area de
estudio que parte de la base de la educacién secundaria general, y se suele encontrar a un nivel
que, si bien se apoya en libros de texto avanzados, incluye también algunos aspectos que
implican conocimientos procedentes de la vanguardia de su campo de estudio.

CB3 - Que los estudiantes tengan la capacidad de reunir e interpretar datos relevantes
(normalmente dentro de su area de estudio) para emitir juicios que incluyan una reflexion sobre
temas relevantes de indole social, cientifica o ética

CB4 - Que los estudiantes puedan transmitir informacién, ideas, problemas y soluciones a un
publico tanto especializado como no especializado
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CEL1 - Identificar y analizar los elementos mas significativos que conforman las diferentes
realidades sociales para interpretarlas desde un enfoque sistémico, que integre las areas de
conocimiento del Grado (filosofia, politica y economia).

CE4 - Identificar cuestiones filosoficas de fondo implicitas en los debates abiertos actualmente en
los ambitos sociales de la cultura, la ciencia, la tecnologia, la economia, el derecho, la politica, y
los medios de informacién y comunicacion.

CE®6 - Conocer y manejar en analisis criticos las principales metodologias y conceptos de la
filosofia.

PROGRAM

1. INTRODUCTION

2. KNOWLEDGE: introductory remarks, modern and contemporary epistemology, Gettier's
problem, knowledge as a social phenomenon

3. SCIENCE: introductory remarks, xxth century philosophy of science, science as a social
phenomenon

4. TRUTH: theories of truth, skepticism, post-truth

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Classroom lectures: 48 hours

Classroom activities: 2 hours

Directed project (group assignment): 26 hours, including tutoring session(s)
Personal study: 72 hours

Final exam: 2 hours

SN

ASSESSMENT

ORDINARY CALL
The course will be evaluated as follows:

¢ 60% of the grade will come from the final exam, which will revolve around the
contents explained in class and in the primary bibliography (see below). In order to
pass the course you must pass this exam (i.e. getting at least 50% of the grade).
This exam will take place on December 19th (9.00am, room 35 Central Building).

* 20% of the grade will come from classroom activities (detailed information in this
regard will be given in class and uploaded to Adi).

* 20% of the grade will come from the directed project, related to PPE Insights
(deadline: November 24th; detailed information in this regard will be given in class
and uploaded to Adi). There will be a test about the assignment itself and the
material upon which it is based (10 multiple choice guestions, with a 0.25 points
deduction for each wrong answer), to be done the same day of the final exam:

¢ If the student obtains a grade between 0 and 2,9 (out of 10) in the test, s
/he will lose all the points obtained in the group assignment.

e |f the student obtains a grade between 3 and 4,9 (out of 10) in the test, s
/he will get half the points obtained in the group assignment.

¢ If the student obtains a grade between 5 and 7,9 (out of 10) in the test, s
/he will keep all the points obtained in the group assignment.

e |f the student obtains a grade between 8 and 10 (out of 10) in the test, s
/he will get the points obtained in the group assignment multiplied by 1.1.
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EXTRAORDINARY CALL

¢ Students who fail the course, will have the opportunity to take a make-up exam in
June (60%); in order to pass the course you must pass this exam (i.e. getting at least
50% of the grade). This exam will take place on June 17th.

e They may also repeat four class activities (20%, to be done the same day of the
make-up exam; they must previously inform the professor that they want to repeat
the activities, deadline for this being June 8th) and the directed project (20%,
individual assignment; submission deadline: June 8th). If they choose to repeat the
directed project, in the same day of the make-up exam they will have to do a test
about the assignment itself and the material upon which it is based (10 multiple
choice guestions, with a 0,33 points deduction for each wrong answer):

o |f the student obtains a grade between 0 and 6,9 (out of 10) in the test, s
/he will lose all the points obtained in the assignment.

o If the student obtains a grade between 7 and 10 (out of 10) in the test, s
/he will keep all the points obtained in the assignment.

A document will be uploaded to Adi, containing some further details regarding classroom activities
and the directed project.

Retakers must do the final exam and the classroom activities. The remaining 20% may be
obtained from their last year PPE Insights grade.

Students who do not participate in the PPE Insights integrated project must contact the professor
before October 24™ for discussing an alternative assignment.

ATTENTION: Please note that any attempt at fraud, cheating, plagiarism, or other irregular
behavior constitutes a serious violation, as established in Title IV, “Academic Disciplinary
Regulations for Students”, within the system of rules governing coexistence at the University of
Navarra.

Students with special educational needs
Students with special educational needs must contact the Academic Coordination Office of the
Faculty in advance to obtain the corresponding authorization for any adaptations (for example,

extra time in exams). This authorization must then be sent by the student to the professor. It is
recommended that this procedure be completed at the beginning of the semester, and in no case

after October 15t

OFFICE HOURS

¢ Office: 2460 Ismael Sanchez-Bella Building.

e |n order to make an appointment, you may write an email to sclavero@unav.es.
Emails asking for information that can be found in Adi or that has been repeatedly
given in class will not be answered.

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND RESOURCES

Primary bibliography for the final exam (along with the contents explained in class):

- For the “Knowledge” unit:
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e Copleston, Frederick C. A history of philosophy. 1V, Descartes to Leibniz.
Westminster: The Newman Press, 1965, chapter Il (pp. 63-89). Find it in the Library.

e Copleston, Frederick C. A history of philosophy. V, Hobbes to Hume. Westminster:
The Newman Press, 1964, chapters IV, V and VI (pp. 67-122). Find it in the Library.

e Copleston, Frederick C. A history of philosophy. VI, Wolff to Kant. Westminster: The
Newman Press, 1964, chapters Xl and XII (pp. 211-276). Find it in the Library.

¢ Pritchard, Duncan. What is this thing called knowledge? London, New York:
Routledge, 2006, chapters 3 and 9 (pp. 21-32 and 101-111). Available in Adi.

e Zahavi, Dan. Husserl’'s Phenomenology. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003,
pp. 7-13. Available in Adi.

e Zahavi, Dan. Phenomenology : the basics. New York: Routledge, 2019, chapters 1
and 2 (pp. 9-31) Available in Adi.

- For the “Science” unit:

e Artigas, Mariano. Knowing things for sure : science and truth. Lanham: University
Press of America, 2006, excerpt (pp. 5-17, 21-25, and 30-36). Available in Adi.

e Chalmers, Alan F. What is this thing called science? (3rd ed.). Buckingham: Open
University Press, 1999, chapters 5, 8, 9 and 10 (pp. 59-73 and 104-160). Find it in
the Library.

e Merton, Robert K. On social structure and science (ed. by Piotr Sztompka). Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1996, chapters 20 and 21 (pp. 267-285). Available in Adi

- For the “Truth” unit:

e Llano, Alejandro. Gnoseology (4th ed.). Manila: Sinag-Tala, 2001, chapters Il and IV
(pp. 41-83). Available in Adi.

e Walker, Ralph C. S. “Theories of truth.” (excerpt). In Hale B., Wright C., and Miller A.
(eds.), A companion to the philosophy of language, vol. 1 (2nd ed.). Chichester:
Wiley, 2017, pp. 532-551. Available in Adi.

Bibliography for the group assignment:

See the document "Instructions for classroom activities and group assignment” in Adi.

Other recommended readings:

e Agassi, Joseph. Popper and his popular critics : Thomas Kuhn, Paul Feyerabend
and Imre Lakatos. Cham: Springer, 2014. Find it in the Library

e Artigas, Mariano. Knowing things for sure : science and truth. Lanham: University
Press of America, 2006. Find it in the Library

e Audi, Robert. Epistemology : a contemporary introduction to the theory of knowledge
(2nd ed.). London, New York: Routledge, 2002. Find it in the Library

¢ Bourdieu, Pierre. "The specificity of the scientific field and the social conditions of the
progress of reason." Social Science Information, 14(6), 19-47, 1975. https://doi.org
/10.1177/053901847501400602 Find it in the Library

e Chalmers, Alan F. What is this thing called science? (3rd ed.). Buckingham: Open
University Press, 1999. Find it in the Library

e Chisholm, Roderick M. Theory of Knowledge (3rd ed.). Englewood Cliffs: Prentice
Hall Internacional, 1989. Find it in the Library

e Copleston, Frederick C. A history of philosophy. |1V, Descartes to Leibniz.
Westminster: The Newman Press, 1965. Find it in the Library

e Copleston, Frederick C. A history of philosophy. V, Hobbes to Hume. Westminster:
The Newman Press, 1964. Find it in the Library
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e Copleston, Frederick C. A history of philosophy. VI, Wolff to Kant. Westminster: The
Newman Press, 1964. Find it in the Library

e Descartes, René. A discourse on the method of correctly conducting one's reason
and seeking truth in the sciences. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006 [1637]. Find

it in the Library
e Elias, Norbert. "Sociology of Knowledge: New Perspectives: Part One." Sociology, 5

(2), 149-168, 1971. https://doi.org/10.1177/003803857100500201 Find it in the
Library

e Elias, Norbert. "Sociology of Knowledge: New Perspectives: Part Two." Sociology, 5
(3), 355-370, 1971. https://doi.org/10.1177/003803857100500304 Find it in the
Library

e Feyerabend, Paul. Philosophical Papers. I, Realism, rationalism, and scientific
method. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1981. Find it in the Library

e Foucault, Michel. Power/knowledge : selected interviews and other writings, 1972-
1977. New York: Pantheon Books, 1980. Find it in the Library

e Haack, Susan. Philosophy of Logics. United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press,
1978, chapter 7 ("Theories of truth", pp. 86-134). Find it in the Library

e Husserl, Edmund. Cartesian meditations : an introduction to phenomenology (7th
impression), Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff, 1988 [1931]. Find it in the Library

e Kant, Immanuel. Critique of pure reason. Cambridge, New York : Cambridge
University Press, 1998 [1781-1787]. Find it in the Library

e Kuhn, Thomas. The structure of scientific revolutions (3rd ed.). Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1996 [1962]. Find it in the Library

e Lakatos, Imre. Philosophical Papers. I, The Methodology of Scientific Research
Programmes. Cambridge University Press, 1978. Find it in the Library

e Latour, Bruno. Laboratory life : the construction of scientific facts. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1986. Find it in the Library

e Llano, Alejandro. El enigma de la representacion. Madrid: Sintesis, 1999. Find it in

the Library
e Llano, Alejandro. Gnoseology (4th ed.). Manila: Sinag-Tala, 2001. Find it in the

Library

e Llano, Alejandro. Teoria del conocimiento. Madrid: BAC, 2015. Find it in the Library

e Locke, John. An Essay Concerning Human Understanding. Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1975 [1689]. Find it in the Library

e Merton, Robert K. On social structure and science (ed. by Piotr Sztompka). Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1996. Find it in the Library

¢ Nagel, Jennifer. Knowledge : a very short introduction. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2014. Find it in the Library

¢ Popper, Karl. The logic of scientific discovery. London: Routledge Classics, 2009.
Find it in the Library

e Pritchard, Duncan. What is this thing called knowledge? London, New York:
Routledge, 2006. Find it in the Library

® Sosa, Ernest, et al. (eds.). Epistemology : an anthology. Malden: Blackwell
Publishers, 1999. Find it in the Library

e Suppe, Frederick (ed.). The structure of scientific theories (2nd ed.). Urbana:
University of lllinois Press, 1979. Find it in the Library

¢ von Hildebrandt, What is philosophy? (1st publ., repr.). London: Routledge, 1990.
Find it in the Library

e Zahavi, Dan. Husserl’'s Phenomenology. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003,
pp. 7-13. Available in Adi. Find it in the Library

e Zahavi, Dan. Phenomenology : the basics. New York: Routledge, 2019. Find it in the

Library
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