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PRESENTACION

Breve descripcién:

e Titulacién: Economics + Leadership and Governance
e Médulo/Materia: Médulo 7. Optativas / Materia 7.2. Optativas especificas
e ECTS: 4.5 (112 hours)
e Curso, semestre: 2nd year, 2nd semester
e Caracter: Compulsory
e Profesorado: Juan Angel Soto Gémez
e Idioma: English
e Aula, Horario: FEC S1 Aula 10 Edificio Filosofia Eclesiastica (08:00-12:00)
e Final exam:
¢ Ordinary: Wednesday, May 13th
e Extraordinary: Saturday, June 27th

RESULTADOS DE APRENDIZAJE (Competencias)

e Development of logical reasoning in politics.

¢ Ability to analyse and synthesise issues in comparative politics.

e Acquisition of theoretical and applied knowledge of the basic methods and concepts
of comparative political analysis.

e General understanding of how political systems function, given their institutional
structures.

¢ Advanced knowledge of the role of government in the modern state.

¢ Understanding of a set of core concepts in political theory.

¢ Ability to conduct political analysis in a rigorous manner.

¢ Ability to discuss and develop real-world examples.

e CEOP14. Knowledge of basic principles of politics and understanding of their
relationship with economics in a globalised context.

e CEOP15. Knowledge of basic principles of international relations and understanding
of their relationship with economics in a globalised context.

PROGRAMA

09/01. Session 1. Introduction to Comparative Politics

¢ Definition and scope of comparative politics.

e Why compare? Logic, purpose, and limits of comparison.
e Core questions of the discipline.

e Comparative politics in a globalised context.

Competencies: development of logical reasoning in politics; understanding of basic
concepts; analytical and synthetic capacity.

16/01. Session 2. Methods and Approaches in Comparative Politics
e Foundations of the comparative method.
¢ Qualitative and quantitative approaches.
e Case studies, historical analysis, and institutionalism.
e Strengths, limitations, and biases of comparative analysis.

Competencies: acquisition of basic methods; rigorous political analysis; critical thinking.
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30/01. Session 3. The Modern State: Origins, Sovereignty, and Legitimacy

e Historical formation of the modern state.

e Sovereignty, legitimacy, and political authority.
e Types of states: unitary, federal, and regional.
e The state, markets, and political economy.

Competencies: political theory; role of government; politics—economics relationship
(CEOP14).

04/02. Session 4. Political Regimes: Democracy and Authoritarianism (Room 9
Amigos Building from 17:00 to 19:00)

e Concept and classification of political regimes.
e Liberal, illiberal, and defective democracies.

¢ Authoritarian and hybrid regimes.

e Measuring and assessing democracy.

Competencies: comparative analysis; conceptual synthesis; analytical rigour.

06/02. Session 5. Systems of Government: Parliamentary, Presidential, and Semi-
Presidential Models

e Institutional logic of systems of government.

e Separation and fusion of powers.

e Governability, stability, and political accountability.
e Comparative case studies.

Competencies: institutional understanding; applied analysis; real-world examples.
13/02. Session 6. Electoral Systems and Political Representation

e Types of electoral systems.

e Representation, proportionality, and majorities.

¢ Political and institutional effects of electoral design.

e Social and economic consequences of electoral systems.

Competencies: institutional analysis; politics—economics interaction; empirical
application.

20/02. ESSAY 1 (10%)
27/02. Session 7. Party Systems and Political Competition

e Concept and typologies of party systems.

e Fragmentation, polarisation, and electoral volatility.

e Political parties, social cleavages, and representation.

e Crisis of traditional parties and emergence of new actors.

Competencies: comparative reasoning; synthesis; discussion of real-world cases.
06/03. Session 8. Legislative Power in Comparative Perspective

e Structure and functions of legislatures.

e Unicameralism and bicameralism.

¢ Representation, law-making, and oversight.
e L egislatures and economic policymaking.
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Competencies: understanding of institutional functioning; rigorous analysis.
13/03. Session 9. Executive Power and Political Leadership

¢ Types of executive authority.

e Political leadership and decision-making.

e Executive—legislative relations.

¢ The executive’s role in the modern economy.

Competencies: advanced knowledge of government; institutional analysis.

20/03. ESSAY 2 (15%)

24/04. Review Session

ACTIVIDADES FORMATIVAS

e Class participation (in-person/online)
e Reading assignments

e Essay writing

e Exam

EVALUACION

CONVOCATORIA ORDINARIA

e Grade composition
e Final Exam: 45%
e Attendance & participation: 30%
e Essay 1: 10%
e Essay 2: 15%

e Theoretical lectures and seminars are imparted and compulsory! The final exam is
based on these lectures and additional readings.

e The essay is to be written on a topic chosen by the student with a maximum of 3.500
words. A list of topics is available in the contents section, but alternative topics can
be proposed by the student. The essay must follow the guidelines applicable to
political science, and employ the analytical tools or concepts explained in class. The
ethical standards of a scientific working style apply. Citation style for papers

CONVOCATORIA EXTRAORDINARIA

e Grade composition
¢ Final exam: 55% (new)
¢ Mid-term Essays (2): 45%

HORARIOS DE ATENCION

Juan Angel Soto (jasotog@external.unav.es)

¢ Video-call meeting or in-person meeting via email appointment
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